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“consistent findings” and then cite supporting papers in parentheses: “Consistent find-
ings have emerged showing that. . . .”

Pay Attention to Language That Signals  
Causality Versus Correlation

Remember that certain words, such as “affect,” “impact,” “determine,” and “effect” (both 
noun and verb) should be used when describing true experiments. If you have correla-
tional research, talk about relationships and associations (see Chapter 3).

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• First impressions make a difference, and correct grammatical usage “counts.” 
Explain the difference in use between while versus whereas; since versus because; 
and number versus amount. What is the best way to avoid gender bias in language? 
What stock phrases should be avoided at the beginning of sentences? What is a 
missing referent? When you use comparative language (e.g., higher), what does 
your sentence need to include? What does it mean to attribute agency incorrectly 
in a sentence? What are words that signify causality? Correlation?

CREATING CONFERENCE  
PRESENTATIONS
Students often present their research in class; in addition, students may have the oppor-
tunity to present at conferences in two forms: a paper or a poster session. Whether pre-
senting in class or at a conference, the same recommendations hold.

Paper Session Presentation

In a conference paper session, presenters have a limited amount of time (usually between 
10 and 20 minutes) to present their work. Typically, presentation software such as 
PowerPoint, Keynote (for Macs), or Prezi are used. The conference where you pres-
ent may provide a template for you as illustrated in Figure 11.1.

If you can create your own template theme, choose one that does not overwhelm 
your text or pictures. Some PowerPoint themes look nice in theory, but in practice, there 
is too much competition for your eye. You want to deliver your content clearly, and a 
simple, clean template does that (see Figure 11.2).

GUIDELINES FOR FONTS AND ANIMATIONS  Paralleling comments made about the clean 
visual theme, your font should be easy to read. There is an obvious relationship between 
your font size and the amount of text that will fit on a slide. One recommendation is that 
fonts should be at least 30 pt. Another is that you should be able to read the slide from 

Prezi®: 
presentation 
software known 
for its ability 
to move text or 
visuals easily. 


